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with characteristic professionalism, in-
tegrity, and perseverance. We wish him 
the very best in his future pursuits. 
May God bless him and his family. 

f 

‘‘PLANET’S’’ WORK AT ARLINGTON 
NATIONAL CEMETERY 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, this week 
marked the 11th anniversary of the 
Professional Landcare Network’s ‘‘Re-
newal and Remembrance’’ event. Each 
year for more than a decade, hundreds 
of lawn care, landscape and tree care 
specialists from the Professional 
Landcare Network, PLANET, donate 
their time and expertise to refurbish 
the grounds of Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

Arlington National Cemetery is one 
of the most hallowed places in all of 
America. President Lincoln established 
the grounds at Arlington as a military 
cemetery in 1864. By the end of the 
Civil War, Arlington housed 16,000 
graves. It now serves as the final rest-
ing place for over 300,000 of our Na-
tion’s most distinguished service per-
sonnel and public officials, including 
hundreds of distinguished North Caro-
linians. Veterans from all of the Na-
tion’s wars are interred at Arlington, 
from the American Revolution through 
the present wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. The gravesites of these men and 
women span an area of 624 acres. 

The beauty and simple elegance of 
Arlington’s grounds is renowned 
throughout the world, drawing hun-
dreds of thousands of visitors, mourn-
ers, and tourists every year. The work 
that goes into maintaining Arlington 
is a reflection of the honor and rev-
erence that America has for our vet-
erans and leaders. The members of 
PLANET share in this reverence. 
Through their work at Arlington each 
year, they have demonstrated a special 
level of commitment to the memory of 
our countrymen who have made some 
of the greatest sacrifices. 

Many PLANET members who volun-
teered their time and expertise this 
past week have a personal connection 
to Arlington, either through relatives 
or friends who are buried there or 
through their own military service. 
But whether or not they have a family 
or service connection to the cemetery, 
all of the volunteers care deeply about 
maintaining Arlington as a place of 
dignity and respect in recognition of 
those who have served the public good 
and those who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice. 

Their work does not go unnoticed by 
the family members of those who are 
buried at Arlington, nor does it go un-
noticed by the membership of the U.S. 
Senate. I applaud the generosity of the 
PLANET members who devoted their 
work to honor our Nation’s 
servicemembers. 

f 

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid- 
June, I asked Idahoans to share with 

me how high energy prices are affect-
ing their lives, and they responded by 
the hundreds. The stories, numbering 
over 1,000, are heartbreaking and 
touching. To respect their efforts, I am 
submitting every e-mail sent to me 
through energylprices@crapo.senate 
.gov to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
This is not an issue that will be easily 
resolved, but it is one that deserves im-
mediate and serious attention, and Ida-
hoans deserve to be heard. Their sto-
ries not only detail their struggles to 
meet everyday expenses, but also have 
suggestions and recommendations as to 
what Congress can do now to tackle 
this problem and find solutions that 
last beyond today. I ask unanimous 
consent that today’s letters be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Not affected much yet. But then we oper-
ate on a CASH basis around here, so we are 
not drowning in credit card debt while the 
cost of gas and food skyrockets. Do not drive 
45 miles to Sandpoint just to shop anymore. 

DOROTHY. 

I want to thank you for keeping us in-
formed of what is going on from your point 
of view. I, myself, am very disappointed in 
the lack of positive actions that affect the 
‘‘people’’ of this great nation with regards to 
fuel. We have been listening to lots of talk 
and promises for years since the shot across 
the bow by foreign oil in the seventies. We 
are the father of nuclear power and seem to 
be last in the world to take advantage of it. 
Let us get with the program. There are far 
too many environmental laws that do not 
allow us to develop as we should. Let us look 
at these laws or, better yet, suspend all envi-
ronmental considerations during this emer-
gency until the economy and prices get back 
to normal. Let us start tomorrow and take 
advantage of our own resources in this coun-
try and get away from foreign oil, we can do 
it and do it fast. Let private industry do 
what they are capable of and let the govern-
ment get out of the way other than to re-
move regulations that stop progress. There 
are too many regulations on the books now 
and, in many cases, they contradict each 
other. 

[Some examples:] hydrogen fuel cells for 
housing and transportation, and solar energy 
for heating water and electricity. Every new 
house built in this nation should be required 
from now on to use solar and wind power as 
much as possible and be capable of upgrade 
as new technologies come on line. The power 
grid as we now know it is in big trouble, so 
let us start getting off of it. Do not even 
think about getting rid of hydroelectric 
power from our dams. We should be adding 
more as we should to supply the growing de-
mands and not buckle under to a handful of 
tree huggers as was the case in Boise County 
on the Payette River a few years ago. 

I think your estimate of $200 a month for 
fuel is real conservative; in many cases, it is 
double that. I have watched mushroom soup 
go from $.32 a can to $1.50+, and that is to-
tally unacceptable. To me, making fuel out 
of our food supply is a little crazy. Let us not 
get carried away with the biofuel stuff until 
we know more about it. As I understand eth-
anol, it is not good for the environment and 
it takes more fuel to make it than it will 
produce. Petroleum and corn are the main 
ingredients in many, many, many everyday 
items I do not think most Americans are 
aware of; we can do better. 

I have been personally hit by this fuel and 
food crisis as I just retired from my state job 
to be able to visit my grandkids and rel-
atives and peruse our family tree and to get 
a break. I joined the U.S. Navy in 1963 when 
I was seventeen and have been going like hell 
ever since. I was medically retired from the 
US Navy with a medical discharge and VA 
disability. I am now one of the folks on a 
fixed income, and these prices did not appear 
on the horizon when the plans to retire were 
made. I am not sure how this will affect the 
big picture, but I do know I cannot travel as 
I had planned, and that is sad for the whole 
family. I have folks from Wisconsin to all 
the states in the Northwest to California. I 
did a short trip to Winnemucca, Nevada, 
from Boise, Idaho, for a softball game my 
granddaughter was in; round trip gas was 
$225 for my camper; it used to be $50. Where 
will it stop? I thank you for your letter and 
please put pressure on whoever is in the way 
to immediate progress to get out of the way. 
Remember the Manhattan Project and the 
first moon shot; it CAN be done. 

HAL, Boise. 

My husband is a logger and, because of the 
high price of gas, he has been off from work 
for six months. I wish every Congressman 
had to live on the same amount of money a 
week that we have tried to live on $300. We 
only go into town once every 8 to 10 days, 
and when we do go to town, we never go any-
where that is not on our list. Last month it 
cost us over $100 just to go into town four 
times. It [seems that Congress doesn’t have] 
regard for the working man’s life. [Perhaps] 
they should [try living the same way] we do 
and I am sure their outlook on our future 
would be different. We need to drill for oil in 
our own country and then do not let the gas 
companies sell the oil to other countries. It 
is time for a change and please let the 
change start soon. 

RUBY. 

I do not like the high gas prices, but what 
I detest is that, for years, it seems that 
many have preferred to posture and bicker 
about drilling/not drilling for oil, expanding/ 
limiting refinery growth, paying lip service 
to yet-to-be-available alternative energy 
sources, and demonizing the oil companies 
rather than making adult, farsighted deci-
sions about our energy needs and creating a 
responsible policy to meet our needs. 

The same actions that could have—and 
should have—been taken 10, 15, 20 years ago 
to put us in a better place today are still 
being proposed today and ignored again, 
often by the same people who made the 
faulty decisions about them originally. It is 
something that wouldn’t be tolerated in the 
private sector, where leadership would have 
been fired long ago for such incompetence. 
Congress needs to put the energy needs and 
associated security aspects of our country 
first and take prompt, forceful action or 
have the decency to get out of the way for 
someone who will. 

If we are not currently knowledgeable 
enough or committed enough to quickly de-
velop a full-blown, workable energy policy, 
here’s a temporary policy until we do: 

Drilling may not be the answer, but it is 
what we need to do while we discover or de-
velop the answer. 

Spread the word, Senator, and leave behind 
the short-term thinking of the past! 

GREGORY. 

The fuel prices are totally out of control. 
My husband and I run a charter fishing busi-
ness, which means we have to use hundreds 
of gallons of fuel every day. The most dis-
appointing part of the whole process is that 
the government could change things in a 
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